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his pulse was 96 ; his cough very troublesome, especially at night and in 
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CASE OF PHTHISIS PULMONALIS, CURED, WITH REMARKS. | 
W. MACLURE, ESQ. SURGEON. 


Joun Jones, aged about twenty-five years, is of slender proportions, 
fair complexion, and gentle dispositions ; and has been employed for a 
considerable time as a footman. About two years ago he had a pleurisy, 
attended by cough and the usual train of symptoms, which he says was 
brought on by cold; and for which he was bled at the time, and also 
blistered. By these means he got rid of the pain, and his cough was 
considerably mitigated, but was not completely removed. His -—- 
health and strength, however, were restored, so far as to enable him to . 
continue in his situation, and to take another after he had left the one he 
was then in. About three months ago he came to me with the following 
letter from my friend Mr. Hammond, of Whetstone. 

‘s My dear sir,—The bearer of this is a footman of Mr. Bevan’s, who 
has had inflammation of the pleura, or diseased lungs. 

‘* The part of the house which he inhabits at Belmont is damp, and 
unfit for him. I have thercfore sent him to the London house, to be 
under your care. 

** The blood taken from his arm was highly inflamed. The pain he 
complains of is in the back of the chest. His bowels want opening 
now ; and a plaister with Spanish-fly ointment, or a blister, perhaps 
you will approve. Take him in hand and attend him, on Mr. Bevan’s 
account. 

‘¢ I first gave him calomel and James’s powder, and since that salines, 
with tincture of digitalis. I fear he is in a consumption ; at all events he | 
is consumptive. Yours faithfully, Wm. Hammonp, Jun. 

When I saw him he complained of a fixed pain immediately below 
the —_ scapula, which was increased on his taking a long inspiration ; 


the morning ; and his expectoration was copious and muco-purulent. 
He was emaciated ; his muscles were soft and flabby ; his strength was 
greatly reduced ; and his night sweats were considerable. 

Under these circumstances I immediately ordered a blistering plaister 
to be applied over the situation of the pain. I regulated his bowels, and 
requested him to use for some time chiefly farinaceous diet. A mixture 
of a demulcent nature was also ordered, with a view to relieve his cough. 
But as the unusual result of this case makes it of some importance, it 
will perhaps be excusable in me if I am rather particular in my detail of 
the various means which seemed to contribute to the apparent recovery 
of the patient. 
5 
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His Grst mixture, then, was composed of five ounces and a half 
of a.solution of the gums. Arabic and Tragacanth, in water ; to which 
were added half a drachm of ipecacuan wine, and half an ounce of syrup 


of tolu. Of this compound he was desired to take a fourth part four 
times a day. This was continued for three or four days, till bis pulse 


‘ had diminished somewhat in frequency, and the other hectic symptoms 


were mitigated ; the pain having been removed, at the same time, by one 
| ion of the blister. . 

then added half an ounce of rate iy Sad white poppies to his mix- 
ture, with a view still more to soothe the irritation of his bronchia ; and 
soon afterwards I applied a blister over the top of the sternum, as it 
peared to me that the seat of irritation was in that neighborhond. His 
cough and expectoration, however, still continuing distressing, particularly 
during the night, I ordered him to have a pill every evening at bed-time, 
composed of two grains of the extract of poppies, and three of the ex- 
tract of conium. These various means seemed to afford him better 
nights, but his cough came on again in the morning, and continued severe 
until he brought up the muco-purulent matter which bad accumulated 
during sleep. The bowels, inclining all this while to be constipated, 
were kept soluble by a pill composed of five grains of the compound 
extract of colocynth ; and his diet still consisted chiefly of the farinacea, 
with now and then stewed apples, and other mild and easily digested 
substances. About the end of August—that is, a fortnight after he had 
fined principally to the morning. His pulse had fallen also to 72, and 
he had evidently begun to es in appetite, strength, and appearance. 
In this — of the sponta rs him to have = once a day, and a 

so er; and at t riod in question (more, perhaps, to v 
than for any better changed his cough for 


_ the following, desiring him to take two tablespoonfuls of it at any time 


his cough might give him trouble :— 

R. Sulph. Potasse, piv. ; Oxymel. Svi:; S Papaveris Alba. 
3ij.; Vini Antimonii, m.xl.; Aq. Rossrum, 34); Aq. Pure, 3iij. 
M. ft. mistura. 

This compound was continued for the greater of with 
apparent benefit ; his cough diminishing and 
ing scanty. About this time, beginning to entertain hopes that the tu- 
bercle, which no doubt had been in a state of suppuration, was about to 
heal, its original softened contents being evacuated, and the secretion of 
pew pus froin its cyst being probably about to be arrested, I took him to 
Our associate in Harveian Society, Dr. M. Hall, in order to have 
the benefit of his opinion in a case of so rare occurrence. 

Upon our applying the stethoscope to the left side, and leading the 
patient to speak, no sound was heard ; but when it was applied to the 
right Pas immediately below the clavicle, distinct pectoriloquy was 

ible. 


Founding upon this phenomenon alone, notwithstanding the past favor- 
able history of the case, the Doctor at once senadanl thet the man 


would certainly die in a very short time. It was in vain that I urged, as 


a 
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of a more favorable prognosis, the great diminution of his cough, 

the decrease of his expectoration, bis tnpeaoanen in general health and 
strength, and above all, the now natural state of his pulse (having, as I 


said, never seen a case of phthisis which in its end was fatal where the 
pulse at any time during the on ee of the disease was below 90)—it 
il urged al 


was in vain, I say, that these things on the Doctor ; his opinion 
remained unaltered. We agreed, however, at this meeting, that an issue 
should be established over the spot which afforded the pectoriloquy— 
that an evaporating lotion, composed of an ounce of spirits of wine to 
seven ounces of water, should be applied over the right side of the chest, 
and that he should continue his meat and porter once a day, and begin 
is pulse did not rise under this regimen, nor did his cough or expec- 
toration increase. On the contra Me first remained uncha » and 
the other two steadily diminished. Having continued the lotion for about 
a ten days, I laid ; I considered that the ex- 
pense of it might be more ully employed in giving my patient some 
tonic matlehen in order to naiacie his strength under the weakening 
effects of the issue, and to hasten his progress towards recovery. 
I should not have ventured on a tonic, far less such a tonic as the qui- 


nine, which was the one I fixed upon, had there been any hectic fever in — 


the system ; but happily there was now nothing of the kind; no rigors, 
no sweats—and the pulse, when the patient was sitting or lying down, 
remained steadily about 72. 

About the middle of September, therefore, he began to take four 
grains of the sulphate of quinine daily, in a mixture of water, and a mi- 
nute portion of dilute sulphuric acid ; and he continued so to do till the 
19th of October, when he was advised to drop it. . 

Under the use of the generots diet, the quinine, and the issue, the 
case went on prosperously ; the patient’s strength, flesh, and spirits, hav- 
ing been added to daily, and his cough having disappeared entirely, ex- 


cept for a very little in the morning, with a trifing sputum of- 


period last alluded to, I accompa 
ew days before the period last to, nied the 
tient again to Dr. Hall, that he might see him in his altered and meena 
condition. Again the stethoscope was consulted ; again it uttered the 
same sepulchral responses ; and, according to it, the poor patient ought 
by this time to have been moribund—his pulse, good looks, eten. x. 
) appetite, and high spirits, notwithstanding. 

I need hardly add, that our judicious friend the doctor was very much 

“ee as well as gratified, to witness his appearance. 
he man says he is now as 

and is anxious again to resume. his duties. He was advised, however, 
to look out for an easy situation, where he should not be much exposed 
to cold or dampness during the ensuing winter ; to fortify himself against 
the weather by the help of warm clothing ; to continue his generous diet; 
and to resume the use of the lotion, omitting all other medicines, except 
such as ‘might be necessary to maintain a proper state of his bowels. 

Remarks.—This case, in its past history, present state, and possible 


termination, presents some points of 


= 

| 

‘ consi interest. 


i to the application of the stet , it might readily have 
been mistaken for one of chronic bronchitis ; indeed, that it was so, was 
once: my impression. But the pectoriloquy discovered by that useful 
instrument removed that idea, by pointing out the existence of a cavity, 
the recent abode of a softened tubercle. } 

The next point of importance about it was the state of the pulse. 
Fallacissima res, as the pulse is said commonly to be, I confess that I 
have been led to place t reliance upon it in diseases of the chest. 
Whenever I find the pulse at or below 84 or 90, whatever other symp- 
toms of pectoral disorder may be present, I never despair of recovery, 
but nce boldly a favorable prognosis, provided judicious treatment 
be then adopted ; and I do not recollect of ever having been mistaken. 
In the case before us it was principally upon the pulse that I founded 
my favorable opinion as to its termination ; and the event has shown that 
it is, in some cases at least, a safer ground to go upon than the stetho- 
scope. The sagacity of our associate, Dr. Hall, I hold of course in 
considerable respect ; but when the stethoscope, in his hands, has been 
proved not to be such a sure guide in prognosis as the pulse in mine, I 
think I have some reason to continue my confidence in the latter, and to 
recommend it to the attention of others. 

I am not sure that this case throws much, or any light, on the question 
with regard to the origin of tubercles ; whether they are, in all cases, the 

t of inflammatory action, as Broussais, Alison, and others, still 
contend ; or whether a congenital predisposition is, in all cases, neces- 
sary to their development, as Laennec, Andral, and Armstrong, with 
more probability, affirm—inflammation being altogether absent, or at 
least not.capable of being traced, and when present, being caused by the 
irritation o — tubercles, or frequently having no etiological 
connection whatever with them. 

In the case before us I think t was some such connection ; I be- 
lieve there exists in this young man a tubercular diathesis, but not a very 
strong one ; that the pleurisy which he had about two years ago ma 
have excited one or more tubercles into activity, and that his last attac 
of inflammation imparted an additional stimulus to them, giving rise to 
complete softening and ultimate ‘evacuation of the contents, with all the 
other phenomena which were noticed. 

So much for the past history of this case. With regard to its present 
state, I suppose it to be this: The tubercle or tubercles which were 
lately in action have been spit up, leaving a cicatrized hollow in thé lung, 
which emits pectoriloquy when the stetoscope is presented to it, whi 
all the other tubercles which may exist are quiescent, and probably, in 
“7 of size, in their smallest possible state. 

‘And if [ may hazard @ ‘conjecture as to the future fate of this 
man, I should say that with great care he may live till the usual term al 
human life, and die of some other disease ; or possibly, fresh cold, inci- 
den to the unavoidable exposure to the weather in his way of life, may 
bring on fresh inflammations, which in their turn may again call into ac- 
tion. his dormant diathesis to such an extent as to enable it to defeat the 
best-appointed measures to counteract it, and consumption, though baf- 
fled now, may yet rank him among her numerous victims. 
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_ March 12, 1832.—Jones, since this paper was read before the Har- 
veian Society, has got another situation, the duties of which he has per- 
formed for the last three months. He continues quite well: his flesh, 
strength, appetite, all continue as good as ever they were, and he has 
lost his ony and all traces of morbid expectoration. His pulse this 
morning, after a walk from Westminster to Harley Street, is us 72. 
The stethoscope still indicates pectoriloquy when applied to right 
side of the thorax, but I think it is not of so distinct and decided a c 
racter as formerly. The cavity, I take it, is contracting. 

Sept. 10, 1833.—Having lost sight of Jones for more than a year, I 
accidentally met him not long ago in Parliament Sueet. He was then 
entirely well.—London Medical Gazette. 


THE SPRINGFIELD SOMNAMBULIST. 
LETTER FROM THOMAS MINER, M.D. TO L. W. BELDEN, M.D. 
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 
Middletown, Conn. March 1, 1834. 

Dear Sir,—I am much obliged to you, and feel myself under renewed 
obligations to my friend Dr. S. B. Woodward, for your able and inte- 
resting account of Jane C. Rider, the somnambulist. The work was 
very much needed, as the non-professional part of the public had been 
very greatly deceived, from the coloring which had been given to the 
subject in several anonymous publications. In an article in the Boston 
Christian Register, of Dec. 7, 1833, quoted from the Hampshire Ga- 
zette, it is stated that a book was then held between her face the pa- 
per, and she continued to read correctly. This assertion, without note 
or comment by way of explanation, meaning evidently to make the public 
believe that she could see through substances absolutely opaque, 
me, and I considered it as my duty to state the rules of judging of the 
credibility of such stories, and of showing the public that ‘* there must 
be fallacy somewhere, depending upon the credulity of the witnesses, 
the imposition of the attendants, or the craft of the patient.” I am very 
happy, and feel much flattered to find, that you have confirmed my views, 
and perfectly speak my sentiments, in the strongest manner possible, in 
the italicised sentence of page 105, in which you unequivocally expressed 
your belief that she could not perceive objects through a book or a board. 

t was this story of her seeing through a book, that cast an air of fabu- 
lousness about many of the other facts, this part of the statement being 
manifestly incorrect, to use no stronger epithet ; or if it was apparently 
true, it must have been the result of juggling, or of some species of 


ion. 

The editor of the Springfield Gazette in his paper of Jan. 8, 1834, 
represents me as denying the whole. I agree exactly with you, and 
deny only the impossible pt I still assert, that there was error some- 
where, and am very thankful that you have shown where it lay. From 


the statement in the Hampshire Gazette, the character of the patient, her. 
attendants, or the witnesses, suffered. You have very happily vindicated 


| 
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them all, except one, the author of the unqualified assertion that she 
continued to read when a book was held between her face and the paper. 
Upon his inaccurate observation, his credulity, or his disposition to sport 
with facts, the whole burden rests. By his publishing what was not 
true, e he mingled it with facts, he made the whole suspicious and 
useless, till your work explained the difficulty. 

_T have long been in the habit of closely examining both popular and 
professional testimony, as to medical facts, and am confident that the 
a stated by me in the Journal will hold good, so long as the 

reator continues to govern the world by his customary laws. Many of 
the feats of animal magnetism must, therefore, be mere juggling. In 
Jane Rider’s case, there was no juggling, no deception—but what arose 
from a palpable misstatement, which you very candidly and honorably 
disavow. I am consequently much gratified to see my prediction literally 
fulfilled, that without some limitation, qualification, or ~~ you 
would never sanction the statements in the newspapers. I consider the 
medical profession and the public as under great obligation to you and 

Dr. Woodward, for the very lucid explanation which you give of the 


matter. 

- Ido not know that I in opinion with you two gentlemen upon 
but one point, of any and perhaps, Wile explana- 
tion, we —e here perfectly agree. I will not be too positive, but am 
inclined to believe that all the principal derangement depended, directly" 
or indirectly, upon amenorrhea, that the stomach sympathized with the 
uterus, and the brain with the stomach ; though after the catamenia were 
restored, as is often the case in other. diseases, the morbid state of- the 
from habit, while the original cause had ceased 
to exist. 

The cases of morbid exaltation and extreme acuteness of the senses 
and particular faculties are numerous, and of frequent occurrence in me- 
dical history. I believe they are usually found in their greatest extent, 
where there exists at the same time a morbid torpor, or total defect, of 
other organs and their functions. It would seem as if the whole senso- 
rial power of the system was expended upon certain organs and faculties, 
at the expense of others. As respects acuteness of vision, perhaps Jane 
C. Rider’s case,exceeds any other upon record; substances which are 
only translucent to other eyes, appearing to be transparent to hers. This 

» though remarkable enough, did not satisfy the early re- 
porters. They represented her vision as penetrating through substances 
absolutely opaque, and thus for a time threw an air of suspicion upon 
this innocent and interesting girl. By stating the real facts, and proving 
them beyond all question, you have done an important act of justice to 
your patient, as well as to your profession, and to the public. 

With sentiments of much respect and friendship, 
very obedient servant, 


T 
L. W. Bepen, M.D. Springfield, Mase 


‘ 
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ATROPA BELLADONNA, IN OBSTETRICS. 


S1r,—I do not feel satisfied with the short notice of the effects of Bella- 
donna, which I made in my late communication. It is a subject which 
demands the attention of the profession, as it seems likely to assist us in 
one of the most trying departments of our practice. I am informed on 
good authority, that a very able surgeon and accoucheur, who is also a 
istinguished professor in a respectable medical institution, states, that in 
his practice he has found belladonna to be as shire to overcome rigidity 
of the os uteri and perineum, as stramonium is to dilate the pupil of the 
‘ eye. It is very possible, however, that for enforcing his ideas in con- 
versation, he might employ stronger language than he would be willing 
at present to publish. But, after making all reasonable allowances, the 
testimony of such a distinguished practitioner ought to have so much 
weight with the profession in general, as to induce them to give the sub- 
ject a tho investigation. I am unable to state the source from 
which the hint was obtained in this couniry, that belladonna might be 
successfully employed to obviate this species of rigidity ; but, judging - 
from the effects of. particular narcotics upon other parts of the body, the 
suggestion, when I first heard it, seemed to be very ingenious, and to 
have some pretty strong oe in its favor. In many cases, it is 
practicable to make quite sensible and beneficial local impressions, with- 
out materially affecting the whole system. The local application of bel- 
ladonna, judging from the evidence which has been already adduced, 
appears to be a very striking and important instance of the kind. After 
application had been once or twice made, the rigidity disappeared, . 
the labor was soon terminated, and no unpleasant effects followed, either 
in the mother or child. There was every appearance that a number of 
hours of pain and anxiety, as well as the consequent exhaustion, had been 
prevented. 

If these conclusions are just—which may be easily settled by further 
trials—we shall have a most important desideratum in obstetrics supplied, 
and one of the greatest and most tedious obstacles in common practice 
removed. J am still very far from imagining that the improvement, 
however great and obvious it may be, is likely -to be either generally 
or speedily adopted. Every important measure in medicine, as well as 
in philosophy, has usually been very slow in its advances, and at first 
encountered the most serious ition. It is not now necessary to 
advert, for examples, to the antiphlogistic regimen in smallpox, to inocu- 
lation, to vaccination, or to the introduction of antimony, cinchona, 
ergot, and indeed of almost every new and important improvement, 
which have all had, so to speak, to fight their way. These facts are so 
well known, and opposition is so common a trait in the human character, 
that every discoverer or inventor of any subject of importance is now 
sensible that no reformation, to any considerable extent, is practicable, 
till these inveterate obstacles can be removed. If he has not energy, 
perseverance, and patience snfficient to surmount such difficulties, it is 


much better for his own peace to keep his discoveries to himself. There 
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is not, probably, in the annals of sacred or profane history, a si in- 
stance of sey ane reform being effected, where the agents Pe did 
not meet with either physical or moral persecution, in the beginning ; 
and the more weighty the improvement, discovery, or reformation, as a 
general rule, the greater are the obstacles at first thrown in its way. 

There are, however, some circumstances which may perhaps lead us 
to imagine that belladonna in obstetrics will escape a part if not the 
whole of this process, and pass through the ordeal without having its feet 
much singed by the red-hot ploughshares. It does not seem to be pro- 
posed by any one physician, or to be patronized by any single school, 
so as by this means to provoke envy or other unruly passions. It pro- 
mises relief, in a situation in which every practitioner has often found | 
himself excessively embarrassed, and in which he is usually willing to 
adopt any rational measure to get out of a difficulty, which is as tedious 
to him’ as it is painful to the patient. The time, patience, and firmness, 
which are required in protracted obstetric cases, are among the most 
serious difficulties attending the practice. Any measure, therefore, which 
promises to lessen or remove these embarrassments with safety, comes 
directly home to the feelings and interests of every individual. 

The most to be feared upon this subject is, that the trials will not be 
fairly made—that the practice will not be employed in proper cases—in — 
a word, that it will beabused. The latter has been the greatest difficulty 
with ergot, so that it has perhaps—like alcohul—been of more injury 
than service ; though when properly employed, it is one of the most 
sure and serviceable articles of the materia medica. Dr. Rush once 
said, it is not worth while to fire a cannon to kill a fly ; nor ought potent 
remedies to be employed in light cases, when only common time and 
patience are demanded. ‘Besides, it is difficult to obtain genuine bella- 
donna. The extract, as it is found in the shops, is very uncertain in its 
operation, either from being adulterated, being too old, or being badly 
prepared. Too much pains cannot be taken, with respect to the quality 
of the article. 

But, notwithstanding all these difficulties, it is a matter of such impor- 
tance, as to merit a patient and faithful investigation. _ The sufferings, 
which are indispensable to utero-gestation and parturition, are of such a 
nature, and often of such an extent and intensity, as to call forth all the 
most powerful feelings and sympathies of the human heart.. Everything 
which tends in the least to assuage, palliate, or mitigate, is here a matter 
of extreme interest. It is not merely a subject of common benevolence, 
but of imperative duty. It is very much to be hoped, that among the 
‘ mumerous readers of your vety extensively circulating Journal, a number 

will be found who will give belladonna in obstetrics a fair and impartial 
trial, and pour, the results of their respective observations. It is a 
ya such interest, as to call for a speedy and — 
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CASE OF ENLARGEMENT OF THE SPLEEN—CANCEROUS MAMM£, 


BY H. C. GILLETTE, M.D. 
[Communicated for.the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


On the 4th of July 1829, Mr. M., aged 28 years, while walking in the 
street, was suddenly attacked with hematemesis. The quantity of fresh 
blood evacuated, according to the statement of an intelligent friend who 
was with him at the time, must have amounted to Ibi. As was to be 
expected after so great a loss of blood, he was much exhausted ; his 
countenance pale and haggard, pulse small and frequent. 

His own history of his case was, that his health had been good until 

years previous, when he was attacked with intermittent fever. . This 
left him with impaired health, and permanently enlarged spleen. The 
splenic tumor was soft and elastic ; some pain was experienced when 
pressing upon it with the hand. The patient stated that the tumor was 
much less since the discharge of blood ; that he had never a similar at- 
tack previous. The tumor occupied all the left rarer region ; 
extending from the spine of the ileum, to the ribs. The liver appeared” 
not to be enlarged. The countenance presented a peculiar cadaverous 
appearance : the tunica sclerotica was pearly, like that of a hectic patient. 

ynes and astringents were administered. 

During the evening of the 4th he had small but “ melenic stools, 
which continued in small quantity during the 5th. During the afternoon 
of the 6th, he complained of some nausea and disagreeable sensation of 
fullness in the stomach ; his countenance was pale, anxious and dejected. 
Pulse small and frequent ; a light coat upon his tongue. In the evening, 
Ibj. of fresh blood was vomited from the stomach, followed by melznic 
stools. Port wine and other astringents were freely given. On the 9th 
and 10th he had repeated attacks of hematemesis, followed by syncope 
and great prostration of all the mental and physical powers. 

24th—Has had no hematemesis since the 10th. As often as once in 
“two or three days he has had melenic stools. Opium, wine, and other as- 
tringents, freely used. Oleum_ricini was administered to obviate costive- 
ness, but much pain and nausea were always experienced after its exhibi- 
tion. From the commencement of the hematemesis, he has taken mo- 
derately of farinaceous diet. 

26th.—The splenic tumor was engorged with air. 

30th.—Much debilitated. Mucous membranes of the mouth and gums 
bloodless ; approach to aphthe. Emphysema of the spleen much the 
same. Gave bark and wine. 

Aug. 14th.—He has some ascites, with a constant diarrhoea. No 
emphysema is now discoverable. ; 

25th.—He has had no sanguineous discharge since A Ist, but he 
is fast failing. He has aphthe and inflammation in the throat, with dif- 
ficult deglutition. From this period he dragged out his miserable exist- 
ence, until the evening of the 29th, when he expired. 

Dissection 14 hours after death.—On making a crucial incision of the 
abdominal parietes, the omentum appeared in its natural state. On rais- 
ing it, the intestines were of a preternatural pale color, and pushed into 
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the ri hondrium, by the enlarged spleen, which weighed a little 

all the left hypochondriac region. It was 
in contact, and adhered firmly to the cardiac extremity of the stomach. 
On laying open the stomach, that portion adhering to the spleen presented 
the following appearance. The villous coat was covered with dark 
chocolate-c tches, varying from the size of a 6 cent, to that of a 
25 cent piece. On —— pressure upon the spleen, the blood 
flowed from this organ through the enlarged vasa brevia, and was retained 
in sacs between the muscular and nervous coats ; some of them were 
formed between the nervous aid villous. These sacs varied from 
the size of a chesnut to that of a butternut. The villous coat over the 
largest of these sacs appeared very delicate ; in some places, barely a 
cicatrix, wee ha ces where the sanguineous discharges from the 
spleen entered the stomach. This delicate membrane was easily rup- 
tured by rubbing it gently with the end of a probe, and the coutents of 
the sac evacuated. On introducing the probe into the sac, it followed 
the course of the enlarged vessels, and was introduced into the spleen. 
These vessels were enlarged to the size of a crow’s quill. The other 
sacs were formed in a similar manner with that we have described. 
After making a section into them, their contents were discharged, to- 

her with the blood contained in the vessels of the spleen, and the vo- 

of this organ diminished considerably. The color of the spleen 

was nearly natural. Its substance somewhat softer than usual. No dis- . 

“ease was discovered in the liver, pancreas, heart, or lungs, but each of 
these organs appeared pale and shriveled. 

From the goat on dissection, it is evident that the blood enter- 
ed the stomach mostly through the aperture in the large sac, above des- 
cribed. As no hemorrhige had occurred during the last month of the 
patient’s life, it is probable that the thin deciduous membrane, which 
closed the large sac, was formed during this period. As to the em- 

sema, whether it was occasioned by the decomposition of the par- 

ly stagnated blood, contained in the spleen, or the air was introduced 
through the ulcerated aperture and enlarged vessels, I am unable to de- 
cide. Before death, 1 was inclined wp 8 former opinion ; but subse- 
tly, from the readiness with which the probe entered the spleen 
through the vasa brevia, I was inclined to the latter. The spleen and 
stomach were preserved, therefore the interior of the former was not 


I will relate another case, which illustrates the sympathies exist 
between the mamma and the ulerine organs in disease. Mrs. L., 
50, had small scirrhous tumors in the mammary gland, which had existed 
for several yeurs without producing much uneasiness. In 1831 and 32, 
some of these tumors ulcerated, and a constant cancerous discharge took 
- place ; the glands of the axilla partook of the disease, and the patient died. 
In a post-mortem examination, all the viscera appeared natural, except 
the uterus. The ovaria and fallopian tubes were studded with small 
tumors, from the size of a shot to that of a pea. These were covered 


with the peritoneum. On removing these tumors, some of them were found 
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ossified (a specimen of which I have enclosed*). A tumor was found 
enclosed by the peritoneum, resting upon the superior surface of the 
uterus, which was egg-shaped, and about one inch in diameter. No 

symptoms were complained of during life, indicating disease of the uterus 
or its appendages. ‘ 

P. g. When the disease in the mammz became decidedly cance- 
rous, I proposed extirpation ; but the patient would not consent. If the 
operation had been performed, is it not probable that the disease in the 
uterus would have manifested itself ? 

East Windsor, Ct. Feb. 24, 1834. 
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CAUSES OF CONVULSIONS. 


Amonce these, M. Andral includes various affections of the mucous mem- 
brane, which, he observes, presents in its morbid states a remarkable 
sympathy with the brain. us inflammations of the alimentary canal 
are in many cases a sufficient exciting cause of convulsions. Foreiga 
bodies in the same canal, changes in the bilious and mucous secretions, 
and the accumulation of fecal matter in the bowels, have also the same 
result, ‘I have seen,” says M. A. “ one case of this description. A 
child of nine years of age was seized, all at once and without assignable 
cause, with convulsions. On the 7th day, it was seen that the belly was 
tense and full ; and it was observed that there had been no motion of the 
bowels since the fit. A purgative was administered, and the child was 
completely restored. On the other hand, an inconsiderate employment 
of purgatives has sometimes been the immediate cause of eonvulsive 
fits ; in fact, every particular impression on the membranes may produce 
the same effect.” 
_ Another singular fact in regard to convulsions is, that they are 
, under certain circumstances, by an increase or a diminution of 
arterial action. In children, we often observe that febrile excitement 
will bring on an attack of this nature ; and thus all fevers may be viewed as 
exciting causes. Particularly, we have known instances in which vacci- 
nation was followed on the 4th or 5th day by convulsions, although no 
other evidence of fever was present in the system. In the same way is 
it found that apoplexy, followed by convulsions, occasions the death of 
new-born infants. On the other hand, an apposite state of the system, 
that of anemia, leads to the same result. is anemia may be 
neous, as in chlorosis ; or it may depend on some fault in the sanguifica- 
tion, when it either directly produces, or greatly aggravates the convul- 
sive disorder. Abundant hemorrhage, also, as is well known, frequently 
es fits ;—a fact which is observable even in the animals which are 
to death in our slaughter houses. In man, too, and particularly in 
children, it is observed to arise after a copious hemorrhage, spontaneous 
or traumatic. Copious venesection is often followed by this effect : and 


* Several small pieces of bone accompanied the Communication of Dr. G.—Ep. 
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bleeding from the nose in young persons, though not considerable ; cer- 
tain operations practised on adults ; uterine hemorrhage in women during 
their confinement, or as a consequence of cancer of the uterus, sometimes 
determine the same effects, Thus we must adinit that in an attack of 
convulsions, the grain is equally affected by an over abundant or a too 
sparing flow of blood to the head. It seems to be beyond a doubt that 
the brain, in order to conduct properly the important acts which belong 
to its province, ought to receive a kind of mechanical impulse from the 
circulating system. When this impulse is wanting, syncope takes place; 
when it is in excess, compression and its phenomena result ; in another 
degree, both these disturbances lead to the same effect. | 


ANATOMY ACTS. 


We observe by a letter from Dr. Somerville, of London, to the Provincial 
Medical Association ut Worcester, that the law passed by the British 
Parliament for the furtherance of anatomy, has been exceedingly suc- 
cessful in supplying subjects to the schools ; that the parochial authorities 
have shown a laudable disposition to forward the interests of the schools 
and teachers, and that 500 bodies had been furnished during a single sea- 
son, under their direction. The operation of the Bill has not been found 
to clash with the feelings or prejudices of the public in any considerable © 
degree. The bodies when received are conveyed away as if for inter- 
ment; and after the dissection is completed, the rites of sepulture are per- 
formed with the same regularity, and rather more form, than under other 
circumstances is shown to those of the same class. It is said that many 
of the more respectable inmates of the work-houses, seeing the decency 
observed in these transactions, have voluntarily given up their bodies ; 
and the relatives of others, grateful to their parochial surgeons, have 
asked to have their bodies sent to the schools for partial examination, as 
it is termed, when the teacher is requested not to disfigure the features, 
and 4o return the body within fourteen days. It is further said that there 
is reason.to believe, that by a continuance of the good understanding 
between the teachers and local authorities, this most essential part of 
education will no longer be made to depend on the violation of the grave, 
or the caprices of resurrection men. So fully has the British government 
been impressed with the belief that anatomy could not be prosecuted with 
safety, until a stop was put to the practice of exhumation, that the most 
we | orders have been given for this purpose ; and to the success- 
| prosecution of several persons engaged in this traffic, the profession 
attribute much of the success they have obtained. It would give us great 
pleasure to hear from those more immediately concerned with the subject, 
to what extent the experiment of a legalizing act on this side of the water 
has been attended with similar favorable results, and in what particulars, 
if in any, the present law may be altered for the better. 


MEDICAL IMPROVEMENT. 


Stxcz the conclusion of the series of papers published in our last Volume 
under the head of ‘ Medical Improvement,” we have received, and are 
_ daily receiving, solicitations from subscribers in various parts of the coun- 
try, that od able and inet ae those papers should be requested 
renew the series. We can o our own hope that these solicita- 
tions may not be fruitless. ; 
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MEDICAL INSTITUTION OF YALE COLLEGE. 


Tue Annua! Examination of Candidates for the degree of Doctor in Med- 
icine, and for licenses to practise physic and surgery, was held in the 
Medical Institution of Yale College, on Thursday, March 6, 1834. The 
following is a list of the candidates on whom the degree was conferred, 
with the subjects of their inaugural dissertations. 


Nathan Adams, of Canterbury, on Fungus Hamatodes. Epaphras 
Josiah Arnold, of Haddam, Traumatic Hemorrhage. Cornelis Simonson 
Baker, of Griggstown, N. J., Bloodletting. Henry Byington, of Bristol, 
Iodine. William Watson Ely, of Fairfield, Dysentery. David B. W. 
Hard, of New York, pathy. David Hull Nash, of Bridgeport, Gun- 
Shot Wounds. Peter Parker, A.B. of Framingham, Mass. Purulent 

halmia. Noble Bennett Pickett, of Sherman, Hernia. Wm. Henry 
Richardson, of Mansfield, Digitalis purpurca. George Washington 
Scranton, of Madison, Scarlatina. Theodore. Botsford Shelton, of New 
Haven, Typhus mitior. Frederic William Shepard, of Saybrook, Hera- 
cleum John Van Alen, of Albany, N. Y. Aneurism. 


_ Licenses to practise physic and surgery were granted to John Amos 
Gillet, of Litchfield, and Orson Parker, of Whitesborough, N. Y. 


In the State of Connecticut there is only one legally constituted board 
of examination for medical degrees and licenses, This board consists of 
the six professors in the Medical Institution of Yale College, and an 

ual number of physicians appointed by the State Medical Society, of 
which the President of the Society is ex-officio one. The requisites fora 
license are the same as for the degree, except that candidates for licenses 
are required to attend only one full course of lectures in all the depart- 
ments of medical instruction—candidates for the degree are required to 
attend two full courses. 


ENLARGED TONSILS. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. | 
Sir,—I would inquire of the medical profession through the medium of 
your paper, as to the cause or causes, nature, and treatment, of enlarged 
tonsils in children and in others. A Svusscriser. 


Speculum Urethra.—M. Guillon has presented to the Societé de Méde- 
cine Pratique of Paris an instrument by which he can see the ulcerations 
to which the mucous membrane of the urethra is subject. His speculum 
consists of a very delicate silver tube, highly polished in the interior, and 
about four inches and a-half in length. Eleven-twelfths of its length is 
provided with an opening equal to two-thirds of the diameter ; its borders, 
of course, rounded and turned im, to provide against accidents. At the 
extremity is a small telescopic reflector, suitably inclined. Another re- 
flector, ave inches in diameter, and shaped like a truncated cone, is then 
so adapted as that, by the agency of a common lamp, light may be thrown 
in on the interior of the passage ; and thus the affections of the anterior 
three-fourths of the spongy part of the canal may be very commodiously 
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Medical Intelligence. 83 
Remarks.—In addition to the remarks stated in the fore- 
going month’s observations, it may be noticed that the column marked 
“Weather” will, hereafter, be excluded, as the terms used in the pre- 
ceding vue, ‘ Appearances of the Atmosphere,”’ are amply significant of 
the weather. 
The Barometer was only available on the 11th. Though a wheel one, 
constructed by Barry, it has been found from exgerience to be very sen- 
sible and correct in its indications ; having, also, been tested with one of 


Biot’s and others considered of great accuracy. J. A. Brereton. 
Fort Independence, Mass. March 1, 1834. 3 


Poisoning by the Fumes of Jrsenic.—A man, who was a manufacturer 
of the blue pigment used in painting china, and his servant, were e 

in boiling a mixture of nitric acid, of cobalt, and of arsenic. All of a 
sudden the mattrass burst with an explosion, and the room was filled with 
the fumes. The servant leaped out at the window, and thus saved him- 
self; his master was less fortunate—he was knocked down, and foynd 
himself incapable of rising ; he lay on the floor, till his servant returned 
by the door to drag him out.* After eight days’ most severe suffering, he 
died : his body had become enormously swollen. This was the case 

with the servant also, but in a less degree: in the course of forty-ei 
hours the abdomen was as large as that of a woman at the full period of 
pregnancy. He was taken into the Hétel Dieu, and derived much relief 
urgatives and baths. On the third day after his admission, he 
a quantity of foetid gas from the bowels, and experienced imme- 

iate relief. The tympanites was gone, and he left the ital well. 


Case {frente cured by Cupping.—By Joun B. Zasnisxiz, M.D.— 
Patrick Hart, aged 45, of a thin, spare habit, phlegmatic temperament, 
who had been very intemperate, had been troubled for a long time witha 
loss of memory, frequently forgetting the most common things occurring 
to him. He would often leave part of his clothes in the field where he 
had been at work, or in the road, and could not remember where he had 
left them. In conversation he would repeat the same thing several ti 
and often would forget what was told him, so that frequently he wou 
appear almost like an idiot. As he complained of pain and distress in his 
head, cups were applied to his temples, which relieved the pain. About 
three weeks after this he again came to me, stating that his memory had 
been much better since he had been cupped, and requesting that this 
might be repeated. It was accordingly done, and since this he has fre- 
quently told me that he could remember as well as ever he could, and 
his companions have also assured me that his memory was restored. 


Absence of the Right Auricle.—A very interesting case of this is related 
in Hufeland’s Journal for July, 1831.—The subject of it was a woman 
who had been affected with violent palpitations and dyspnea. On post- 
mortem examination, the heart was found soft and without any right auri- 
cle. In the place of the latter, there was a venous canal, an inch 
and an inch and a half in diameter, which extended from the heart to the 
union of the two ven cave ; the sole trace of a venous sinus was a small 
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portion of the septum, but there was a larger vestige of the auricular ap- 
pendix ; its ie wes equal to that of alarge pea. Where the venous 
canal united to the heart, a circular furrow marked the situation of the 
tricuspid valve ; the opening was however so large that the canal of the 
superior portion of the right ventricle formed but a single and the same 
cavity; the inferior portion of this ventricle was separated from the su- 

ior by transverse fleshy columns which divided this ventricle into two 
cavities ; the pulmonary artery was very large ; the left side of the heart 


was small, but its structure was . There were tubercles in the 
lungs.—Archives Générales. 


Case of Pityriasis rubra cured Chloride of Lime.—By Joun B. 
M.D.—Martha 61, of © tempera- 


ment, slender make, rather hypochondriac, and frequently suffering from 


a slight derangement of her intellect, found an eruption upon her arms 
and legs, cliaracterized by a slight elevation of the cuticle, of a red color, 
and covered by small whitish scales. They increased, running in a tor- 
tuous or serpentine form, covering the skin of a considerable part of her 
arms and legs, and itching very much at night. The color was darker in 
the day time, being nearly purple, but ‘when warm in bed they were of a 
much brighter red, were more swelled, and were very troublesome. The 
appetite and general health continued unimpaired. For this she used 
saline purgatives, sulphur internally and externally, the decoction of bit- 
ter sweet, the tincture of iodine, warm baths, the decoction of the w 

‘Mercury internally and externally, and lastly the solution of the chloride 
of lime externally as a lotion. As soon as she used this last, the eruption 
began to improve and svon to disappear. It relieved the heat, itching, 
and other troublesome symptoms immediately. There now remains only 
some slight discoloration of the skin.—Amer. Jour. of the Med. Sci. 


Turoar or Lire.—The Communication of M. which is just received, is inadmissible. It is 
true that our pages are open to scientific discussion ; but we can never consent, under this general 


Of consumption, 7—typhous fever, 1—suicide, 1—pal ion of the heart, 1—croup, 3—lung fe- 
ver, 3—ecatlet fever, 1—dropsy in the 1—inflammation of the lungs, 1—slow 
iytie » 1—con 1—rheumatic fever, 1—delirium tremens, 1—burn, 
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any essay, = = = = countenance to those 
ae eee that, we grieve to confess it, have now an ephemeral existence in our com- 
munity. The style of writing of our author is altogether worthy of more lofty sentiments, and we 
shall be pleased to insert, as we believe we have already done in another volume, such of his remarks 

oa medical subjects as are wholly pe with relighous truth. 

Several Communications are received and will shortly appear. 
Whole number of deaths in Boston for the 
4 


